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“Preventive Conservation of Cultural Heritage in Light of Laws and
Regulations an Application to Selected Sites and Museums in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”

Researcher:

Nouf Mousa Mohamed AL-Sallami

Master’s Program, Department of Heritage Resources Management and Tourism Guidance — College
of Tourism and Archaeology — King Saud University

Abstract:

This study explores the topic of preventive conservation of cultural heritage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, focusing on its
role in safeguarding archaeological sites and museums within the framework of national laws, regulations, and international
standards. The research underscores the significance of preventive conservation as an approach aimed at reducing
deterioration factors before they occur by controlling the environmental conditions surrounding artefacts and mitigating
potential risks, thereby extending the lifespan of heritage objects and preserving their authenticity for future generations. The
study reviews a set of modern Saudi regulations governing the protection of antiquities, museums, and urban heritage—most
notably the Antiquities, Museums, and Architectural Heritage Law and its executive bylaws—which collectively form a
comprehensive legal framework outlining procedures for heritage registration, excavation guidelines, the regulation of
artefact circulation, and penalties for violations. It also analyzes the role of the Ministry of Culture and the former Saudi
Commission for Tourism and National Heritage in implementing these regulations and advancing the sector.

The research further examines practical models of preventive conservation in the Kingdom, including Historic Diriyah,
Historic Jeddah, Wadi Hanifah, the National Museum in Riyadh, the International Museum of the Prophet’s Biography, and
Umm Al-Qura University Museum. These cases demonstrate the adoption of advanced policies in preventive storage,
environmental control, conservation practices, risk management, and the use of digital technologies such as virtual reality.
The study also addresses key challenges to heritage protection, particularly during crises, including documentation
difficulties, limited resources, and low community awareness, in addition to gaps in international legal frameworks related
to intangible heritage. Several solutions are proposed, including updating legislation, enhancing digital documentation,
training national specialists, and strengthening international cooperation.

Keywords: Preventive Conservation, Museums and Archaeological Sites, Cultural Heritage, Saudi Legislation, Heritage
Management.
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